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SUB J : REQUEST FOR GUIDANCE TO ANSWER PRESS INQUIRIES ON 
U.S./SOVIET BERING SEA BOUNDARY. 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . RADICAL /LIBERAL NORWEGIAN DAILY NEWSPAPER DAGBLADET OF DECEMBER 
14, 1976CARRIED AN "OBSERVER'S COLUMN" ON NORWEGIAN/SOVIET BARENTS 
SEA BOUNDARY NEGOTIATIONS WHICH OPENED IN OSLO DECEMBER 13. 

COLUMN WAS ENTITLED "BETTER TO LIVE WITH THE PROBLEMS" AND MADE THE 
POINT THAT SOVIETS MAY NOT DEPART FROM THEIR SECTOR LINE BOUNDARY 
CLAIM AND THAT DEVELOPMENTS IN INTERNATIONAL LAW WILL TEND TO 
STRENGTHEN THE SOVIET POSITION. ARTICLE CONCLUDES: 

"BUT IF NORWAY IN THE LONG RUN HAS NO CHOICE BUT TO ACCEPT THE 
SECTOR LINE PRINCIPLE, IT DOES NOT MEAN WE HAVE TO MAKE A 
DECISION SOON. 

" SUCH A DRASTIC REVERSAL OF THE NORWEGIAN POSITION WOULD NOT BE 
POSSIBLE IN AN ELECTION YEAR. ON THE OTHER HAND, IT MIGHT BE 
WISE FOR US TO REMEMBER THE SIMPLE, BUT NONETHELESS 
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IMPORTANT, FACT IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, THAT IT 
OFTEN IS EASIER TO LIVE WITH UNSOLVED PROBLEMS THAN 
TO TRY AND BRING ABOUT A SOLUTION AT ANY COST." 

2. ARTICLE ALSO CONTAINS FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON U.S./SOVIET 
BERING SEA BOUNDARY NEGOTIATION WHICH IS USED AS ILLUSTRATION OF 
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DEVELOPMENTS STRENGTHENING SOVIET POSITION: 

" THE AMERICANS ARE AT THE MOMENT CONDUCTING NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH THE RUSSIONS FOR A BERING STRATI DIVIDING LINE. IT 
WOULD COME AS NO SURPRISE IF THESE NEGOTIATIONS WITHIN 
THE NOT TOO DISTANT FUTURE PRODUCE RESULTS BASED ON THE 
SECTOR PRINCIPLE. OR SOMETHING VERY CLOSE TO IT. 

"TO BE SURE, THE AMERICANS HAVE EARLIER EXPRESSED THE 
WISH THAT NORWAY NOT ACCEPT THE SECTOR LINE PRINCIPLE- 
AT LEAST NOT AS LONG AS THE SOVIET-AMERICAN NEGOTIATIONS 
HAVE NOT BEEN CONCLUDED. BUT WASHINGTON HAS LET NORWAY 
KNOW IT CAN EXPECT NO ACTIVE AMERICAN SUPPORT FOR THE 
MEDIAN LINE APPROACH." END UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL-ISSUE OF U.S./SOVIET BERING SEA BOUNDARY WAS 
DISCUSSED ON OCTOBER 12, 1976 DURING U.S./NORWEGIAN SVALBARD 
CONSULTATIONS. AT THAT TIME TERRY LEITZELL OF L/OES TOLD NORWEGIANS 
THAT THERE WERE NO U.S./SOVIET BOUNDARY NEGOTIATIONS AS YET BECAUSE 
OF U.S. PREOCCUPATION WITH BOUNDARY NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE SOVIETS IN 
THE SPRING OF 1977. HE ALSO SAID THAT A SECTOR LINE HAD BEEN USED 

IN 1867 IN ALASKA PURCHASE TREATY TO DIVIDE U.S. AND SOVIET LAND 
TERRITORY. THAT THERE WAS LITTLE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN OFF SHORE 
SECTOR LINE AND A MEDIAN LINE GOING NORTH FROM THE BERING STRAIT. 

AND THAT HE HAD NOT LOOKED AT THE OFF SHORE LINE GOING SOUTH. HE 
ADDED THAT HE BELIEVED THE OFF SHORE LINE GOING SOUTH WAS VERY 
COMPLICATED. THAT HE COULD SEE NO SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH WOULD 
JUSTIFY A SECTOR LINE IN EITHER DIRECTION, AND THAT THE U.S. WOULD 
HAVE DIFFICULTY ACCEPTING THE PRINCIPLE OF A SECTOR LINE, ALTHOUGH 
HE EXPECTED THE SOVIETS TO PUSH FOR IT. IN ADDITION WE STATED IN 
THE AIDE MEMOIRE WE GAVE THE NORWEGIANS ON MAY 7, 1976 THAT WE 
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HAVE NEVER ACCEPTED THE SECTOR LINE APPROACH INTHE ARCTIC AND 
HOPED THE GON, CONSISTENT WITH ITS OWN INTERESTS, WOULD CONTINUE 
TO REJECT SOVIET ATTEMPTS TO SPECIFY THE CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY 
BY MEANS OF A SECTOR LINE. 

4. EMBASSY HAS ALREADY RECEIVED TWO INQUIRIES FROM NORWEGIAN PRESS 
REGARDING U.S. POSITION ON BEARING SEA BOUNDARY WITH THE USSR. U.S. 
POSITION IN PRINCIPLE ON SECTOR LINE IS REASONABLY CLEAR FROM 

MAY 7 AIDE MEMOIRE AND OCTOVER SVALBARD TALKS, BUT GIVEN CLOSE 
ATTENTION BY PRESS AND BY GON TO NORWEGIAN/SOVIET BOUNDARY TALKS 
AND IMPORTANCE ATTACHED TO THEM IN NORWAY, EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE 
CURRENT INFORMATION ON STATUS OF U.S./SOVIET BERING SEA BOUNDARY 
NEGOTIATIONS AND ON U.S. POSITION FOR THESE NEGOTIATIONS AS WELL 
AS GUIDANCE ON WHAT WE CAN TELL THE PRESS IN THIS REGARD. 

END 

CONFIDENTIAL. 
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